
Pruning plants in the summer 
is an important factor for maintain-
ing the health and beauty of any 
landscape and is often an over-
looked task.

The primary purpose of prun-
ing is not just to control plant size. 
Other benefits of pruning include, 
maintaining plant health, promoting 
flowering and fruiting, and establish-
ing desired plant shape.

Pruning requires experienced 
personnel, proper tools and equip-
ment, knowledge of plant growth 
patterns, and a keen eye. The right 
time to prune is determined by the 
type of plant, the objective and 
desired outcome, and the degree of 
pruning needed.

The best time to prune most 
spring-flowering shrubs during grow-
ing season is as soon as possible 
after blossoming. This allows the 
flowery display to be fully enjoyed 
while providing adequate time to 
produce new buds for the next sea-
son.

Most plants in our region 
enter into a period of semi-
dormancy and slow growth during 
the summer to lessen the stress 
from heat. Light thinning of roses 
and other flowering plants helps to 
promote air circulation.

Dead or dying wood are entry 
points for insects and disease that 
can threaten the health of the plant. 
Summer pruning helps to reduce dis-
ease and infection, as fungal spores 
are airborne between September 
and May.

The staff at Environmental 
Concepts have been trained to 
prune plants at the appropriate time 
of the year for each type of plant. 
They have the knowledge and 
expertise to recognize when plants 
need to be pruned in order to pre-
vent disease and to ensure a beauti-
ful landscape for your community.

All plants need nutrients to grow and 
stay healthy, making fertilization one of the 
most important elements of landscape main-
tenance. As plants grow, they absorb the nutri-
ents from the soil, leaving the soil less fertile. 
When this occurs, fertilization is needed to 
make up for the nutritional deficiency. 

Conventional 
landscape fer-
tilization 
methods have 
included 
manual and 
mechanical 
applications of 

a granular or liquid fertilizer. The fertilizer is 
evenly broadcast (for granular), or sprayed (for 
liquid), across the entire planting area and onto 
the soil surface. Granular fertilizer application 
must be followed by watering so that the nutri-
ents penetrate into the soil to reach the plants’ 
root zones.

Fertilization methods changed however, 
as a result of the drought of 2012-2017, when 
drip irrigation became the go-to alternative 
watering system. State-wide mandated water-
ing restrictions were put in place as water sup-
plies became limited. The need for irrigation 
efficiency led to the popularity of drip irrigation 
due to its 90% and above efficiency rating.

The principal design of drip irrigation is 
to target the soil directly around each plant, 
making traditional fertilization methods less 
efficient. The solution was to fertilize directly 
through irrigation water. This method of nutri-
ent delivery is called “fertigation”. It had been 
used successfully by commercial nurseries and 
the agriculture industry for decades, and it was 
easily adapted for landscape use.

Fertigation systems use either a liquid or 
water-soluble fertilizer solution. The systems 
regulate the rate of application by dispensing 
the fertilizer in small, regular doses. This 
method also eliminates the “feast or famine” 
cycles of conventional fertilization application 
where three months’ worth of fertilizer is 
applied at one time.

Fertigation is cost-effective, producing 
a plant absorption rate of approximately 
90%, and far outperforming conventional fer-
tilization methods where only 10% of the 
nutrients are utilized by the plants. It is being 
utilized extensively in new landscape con-
struction projects and can be used with 
either potable or reclaimed water supplies. It 
is also easily adaptable to existing irrigation 
systems.

The advantages of using fertigation 
include: increased fertilizer use-efficiency; 
precise application to meet the nutritional 
needs of the plants; nutrients are applied dir-
ectly to the soil and to the plant roots; 
application is not affected by wind or precip-
itation; and it reduces potential runoff and 
cross-contamination.

When choosing the proper fertilizer 
(liquid or water-soluble), the type of irriga-
tion system, plant growth stages, and water 
quality are important factors to consider. Fer-
tilizer selection also involves knowing the 
solubility and compatibility of the product or 
products, since more than one type of fertil-
izer is often used.

Accur-
ate fertilizer 
application 
determines 
the paramet-
ers of a suc-
cessful fertig-
ation 
management 
program. Fertigation schedules will vary 
based on the type of plant materials, soil 
properties, type of irrigation system, and cli-
matic conditions.

Environmental Concepts is experi-
enced in working with a broad-range of fer-
tigation systems in the communities that we 
serve. We know that it is essential to integ-
rate the fertigation system into the overall 
fertilization management plan for the service 
area and to factor in all of the elements dis-
cussed above when developing a successful 
nutrition management program.
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A properly maintained landscape adds 
beauty and value to a community. However, 
landscaping is under continual attack by insects 
and diseases that are inherent to the ecosys-
tem. Infestation can lead to significant decline 
and deterioration of plants and trees, causing 
the appearance of the landscaping to suffer.

Pest management can be challenging 
without knowledge, experience, and a strong 
background in plant materials and their 
environs. These principles are fundamental in 
recognizing and accurately identifying the prob-
lem and before mitigating strategies can be 
applied. A comprehensive pest management 
program is also instrumental in determining the 
proper control methods.

Many insect and disease problems can 
be prevented by the use of plant materials that 
are less-prone to attack. Considering the history 
of potential insect and disease problems is 
essential when purchasing plants. Our trained 
staff is familiar with local conditions and has an 
extensive plant knowledge-base, which can 
assist owners and communities with plant 
selection.

Following a proper management pro-
gram to sustain a healthy, well-maintained land-
scape is the best defense for pest problems. A 
strong program includes monitoring plants for 
pest problems on a regular basis, particularly 
during the growing season. Early detection 
often provides adequate time for applying con-
trol measures before the landscaping is extens-
ively damaged.

The correct dia-
gnosis of a 
plant pest prob-
lem is the 
cornerstone of 
a successful 
control pro-
gram and often 

requires careful study of the plants and their 
surrounding environment. A diagnosis can often 
be based on symptoms expressed by the infes-
ted plant or by pests seen on the plant. Insect 
intruders often leave behind visible signs that 
make it possible to take early action before irre-
parable damage is done.

Plant diseases can be caused by fungi, 
bacteria, viruses, and other organisms. They 
can cause damage to trees and plants in a mul-
titude of ways. Some disease organisms attack 
leaf surfaces and limit the plant's ability to pho-
tosynthesize. Some produce substances that 
clog plant tissues that transport water and 
nutrients. Other disease organisms produce 
toxins that eventually kill the plant or tree.

Identi-
fication of tree 
and plant dis-
eases is com-
plex and 
extremely dif-
ficult. How-
ever, our land-
scape maintenance crews and tree care division 
are educated and trained in disease identifica-
tion. Furthermore, our staff stays informed on 
current issues through research and continuing 
education in order to remain proactive as con-
ditions frequently change.

Although it is not possible to avoid all 
pest problems, altering the environment in 
favor of the plants and not the disease redir-
ects pest management from being reactive to 
being proactive. A healthy and vigorous land-
scape is more likely to have more favorable 
results for resistance to pests.

If prevention efforts have not been 
entirely successful, other strategies may have 
to be applied, including biological and chemical 
controls. Biological controls rely on nature’s 
predators to regulate and keep invasive organ-
isms under control, such as beneficial insects 
(ladybugs and ants) and larvae attacking bac-
teria (bacillus thuringiensis - BT).

Chemical controls include the use of 
organic and synthetic pesticides, which may be 
applied using spray methods, or in the case of 
wood-boring insects, injected directly into the 
plant or tree. Spot application of pesticides is a 
common method that can reduce the risk of 
injury to non-targeted pests. Whichever control 
method is used, following label directions and 
application protocol is paramount for a suc-
cessful operation.

While winters are typically 
mild here in Southern California, 
the same cannot be said for our 
summers. As we head into the hot, 
dry months, landscape mainten-
ance practices take on a different 
approach when adapting to these 
harsh conditions in order to keep 
the landscaping looking healthy and 
at its best.

TURFGRASS: The most 
common variety of turfgrass used in 
our region is tall fescue. It is a cool-
season grass that tolerates both 
heat and drought. As temperatures 
rise, the standard practice is to 
raise the mower height from 2 ½” 
(winter-height) to 3” (summer-
height). This leaves more moisture 
in the tissue of the leaves. It also 
provides additional insulation by 
shadowing the grass and soil, thus 
reducing evaporation.

IRRIGATION: In response 
to rising temperatures, the minutes 
on the irrigation timers increase 
accordingly to compensate for 
evaporation. Although deep water-
ing is the preferred method, there 
is a physical limit on the amount of 
water that can be put down in a 
single application.

The run-time limits are 
partially based on the saturation 
rate of the soil in order to avoid 
runoff and wasting water. The 
work-around is to apply water in 
separate increments, with sufficient 
time between intervals to allow the 
water to penetrate into the soil.

Further, the watering 
allocation limits that are mandated 
by local and regional water districts 
also determine the amount of 
water that can be applied during 
periods of extreme heat. These 
restrictions make it exceptionally 
challenging for communities and 
homeowners to keep their turfgrass 
looking lush and healthy.

INSECT & DISEASE MANAGEMENT

LANDSCAPE DO-OVER

Summer Turfgrass
Maintenance


