
EC TREE SAFETY
Tree work is one of the 

toughest, most demanding jobs in 
the landscape maintenance indus-
try. Tree pruning is a vital compo-
nent of tree work needed for 
protecting and promoting overall 
tree health. It is therefore, impor-
tant to place the care of your trees 
with well-trained and highly-skilled 
tree experts. Our crew inspects 
and maintains trees year-round, in 
all kinds of weather, and does so 
while giving safety their full atten-
tion.

Safety is essential 
when performing 
any type of tree 
work. To that 
end, we conduct 
monthly safety 
training sessions 

through industry-certified agen-
cies, hold weekly tailgate safety 
meetings, and perform random 
safety inspections by outside con-
sultants. We also do routine safety 
inspections to ensure that all 
equipment, ropes, and tools are 
properly serviced and maintained.

Tree Care Division Manager 
Don Nock, is a Certified Tree Care 
Safety Professional. Safety is of 
paramount importance and the 
well-being of the public and our 
crews is at the heart of our Tree 
Care Division, which is why we pro-
mote a climate of safety on the 
jobsite and within the workplace.

Our crews are required to 
take extensive training classes and 
workshops offered by industry-
leading agencies, such as ISA 
(International Society of Arboricul-
ture), the Tree Care Industry Asso-
ciation, ANSI (American National 
Standards Institute), and the His-
panic Arborist Association.

Trees are a valuable asset to any 
home, neighborhood or community. They 
increase our quality of life by beautifying 
our surroundings, producing oxygen, 
improving air quality, and supporting wild-
life.

No two trees are 
identical however, 
and each species has 
its own unique 
shape, size, texture, 
and color. While a 
diversity of trees 

enhances the visual landscape, it also 
means that each tree has its own individual 
needs for care and maintenance. 

Improper tree maintenance can 
cause permanent damage, create a safety 
risk, or even worse, kill the tree. Therefore, 
it is crucial to place your trees in the care of 
tree experts like Environmental Concepts’ 
award-winning crew. We have been provid-
ing a full-range of arboriculture services to 
communities and businesses for over 20 
years.

Our services 
include tree prun-
ing, removal, 
stump grinding, 
and disease and 
pest control. We 
use company-
owned equipment 
to maximize efficiency, enhance quality of 
service, and to guarantee a rapid response 
should our emergency services be needed.

All work is performed under the 
supervision of our staff Tree Care 
Service Manager Don Nock, who 
has worked in the tree care 
industry for over 40 years. As an 
ISA Certified Arborist, Don is 

trained, experienced, and knowledgeable 

TREE CARE SERVICES DIVISION
in all aspects of arboriculture, including 
tree biology, diagnosis, maintenance 
practices, and safety.

To promote team spirit within the 
industry, several agencies hold regional 
tree climbing competitions, which simu-
late the working conditions of tree work-
ers in the field. Each event tests a 
competitor's ability to professionally and 
safely maneuver in a tree while perform-
ing work-related tree care tasks.

Members of 
our tree crew have 
participated in 
these events and 
have taken home 
several awards. 
Environmental 
Concepts supports 
participation in 
these types of 
activities because 
it generates a cul-
ture of safety and camaraderie within 
the workplace. It is also great to see our 
staff being cheered on by family, friends, 
and fellow crew members.

Environmental Concepts provides 
tree management planning services as a 
cornerstone for urban forest sustainabil-
ity, individualized to suit the needs of 
your community. We also provide tree 
inventory mapping services, which iden-
tifies each tree by species, location, and 
size. The inventory serves as a tool for 
making sound planning decisions and 
budgeting strategies for communities 
and businesses. 

If you have any questions regard-
ing our tree care services, tree manage-
ment planning programs, or tree invent-
ory mapping, feel free to give us a call at 
(951) 587-6551.
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The task of adjusting watering sched-
ules to meet current weather conditions is as 
old as the landscape industry. The emergence 
of technology has pioneered the use of smart 
controllers as a means of managing landscape 
irrigation more efficiently. Smart controllers 
are designed to adjust watering schedules 
automatically in response to changes in the 
weather. These types of systems have been 
proven to increase efficiency and save water. 
However, they do not eliminate the need for 
monitoring by irrigation and landscape special-
ists.

Sensor-based controllers receive 
information from soil probes, which is also 
translated by the controller with instructions 
to adjust the system settings in response to the 
current soil moisture content. The soil probes 
are located in close proximity to the controllers 
and therefore, can only record soil moisture 
data in the vicinity of that controller.  The data 
is not representative of all the landscape areas 
covered by the controller stations. It would be 
too costly to install sensor probes in all of 
these areas, since they are wired directly into 
the controller module.

Weather-based controllers receive 
daily evapotranspiration (ET) data from the 
remote weather stations closest to their site. 
The data is translated by the controller 
instructing it to adjust individual sprinkler 
zones in order to apply the correct amount of 
water needed to make up for the previous 
day’s water loss. The data gathered however, is 
from the previous day’s events and is not rep-
resentative of current conditions, which would 
explain why you might see sprinklers on during 
a rain event.

Although several smart controller products 
store historic weather data, the information is 
not as accurate as real-time data. To maximize 
plant watering needs with greater accuracy, 
the controllers would have to be able to pre-
dict the weather. While we do not pretend to 
be meteorologists, we do rely on information 
from weather experts to manually adjust 
watering schedules in advance of forecast rain 
or extreme temperature events.

The degree of efficiency and how 

much water is saved through the use of smart 
controllers is dependent on a multitude of 
factors, including the age and efficiency of the 
irrigation system. Complex landscape settings 
present a challenge for smart controllers in 
responding to daily changes in site conditions. 
These challenges include a diversity of plant 
materials, a mixture of soil types, varying slopes 
in the terrain, and continuously changing shade 
patterns.

A major change has taken place in the 
landscaping and irrigation industry with the 
movement toward water conservation. Com-
munities are replacing turfgrass with drought-
resistant plant materials, and converting their 
irrigation systems to drip. We have assisted sev-
eral of our communities with the design and 
installation of numerous turf reduction projects, 
with favorable results.

These changes introduced a variety of 
plant materials, ranging from trees to ground-
cover, utilizing a variety of irrigation systems. 
Managing the water needs of the plants in these 
types of landscape settings with smart control-
lers becomes challenging without constant sys-
tem monitoring. By staff measuring soil 
moisture levels in all areas, including those with 
drip irrigation, is also critical for the health and 
productivity of all plant materials.

Our site supervisors and irrigation techni-
cians are well-trained and have experience in 
horticulture and water management. These 
skills and experience are critical in determining 
whether the controller-adjusted irrigation 
schedules and water quantities are adequate to 
meet the needs of the plant materials.

Environmental Concepts recognizes the 
importance of maintaining a balance between 
the quality of the landscaping and the budget-
ary parameters of the communities that we 
serve.

THATCH PREVENTION
Thatch is the accumulation 

of plant debris that forms a barrier 
on the soil surface. A thin layer of 
thatch can be beneficial to turfgrass 
because it returns nutrients back 
into the soil. It also protects the 
crown of the grass plant, provides 
insulation against temperature 
extremes, and helps to reduce soil 
moisture evaporation. The quality of 
the turfgrass declines however, 
when the thatch layer exceeds ½” in 
thickness.

Thatch buildup begins 
when the quantity of organic debris 
produced exceeds the rate of 
decomposition. Overfertilization, 
especially quick-release nitrogen, 
encourages excessive shoot growth 
and eventually over-accumulation of 
thatch. Frequent applications of 
pesticides and fungicides can lead to 
the suppression of beneficial soil 
microorganism activity, also contrib-
uting to a decomposition rate imbal-
ance. 

When excessive thatch 
builds up into a thick layer, it can 
harbor fungal disease organisms and 
insect pests. Excess thatch can cause 
grass roots to grow into the layer 
and not down into the soil, depriving 
the roots of much needed nutrients 
and moisture. A thick thatch layer 
also inhibits water, nutrients, and 
oxygen from penetrating down into 
the soil to promote deep root 
growth.

Prevention is key to minim-
izing thatch buildup. To that end, 
Environmental Concepts has 
developed an extensive thatch man-
agement program that addresses all 
of the elements of turf-care prac-
tices. These elements include a 
strong soil-conditioning component 
together with tailoring watering, fer-
tilization, mowing, aerification, and 
the use of pesticides in order to pro-
mote thatch decomposition and 
maintain a healthy turfgrass environ-
ment.

PROUD OF OUR STAFF

LANDSCAPE DO-OVER

FALL LANDSCAPING 
TIPS

Although fall typically tiptoes 
in with little fanfare in Southern Cali-
fornia, it is an important time of the 
year to prepare your landscaping for 
winter. The following are tasks and 
areas that are highly recommended 
for attention at this time of the year.

Fertilization: Applying fertil-
izer in the fall restores needed nutri-
ents and helps lawns to recover from 
summer damage. Timing is critical 
however, and getting an application 
down before the first frost is impor-
tant. A quick/slow-release fertilizer 
allows a portion of the nutrients to 
become active immediately, while 
the balance continues to be released 
throughout the winter, producing 
positive results in the spring.

Dethatching and Aerification: 
Thatch typically accumulates over 
the summer due to turf growth and 
mowing. When the thatch layer 
becomes too thick it should be 
removed. Dethatching can be done 
manually or mechanically and 
should be performed in the fall 
when the weather is cooler. Your 
lawn will also benefit from aerifica-
tion, which breaks up compacted 
soil and allows air, moisture, and 
nutrients to penetrate down into the 
soil and root system.

Shrub and Tree Pruning: Fall 
is the best time to prune plants, 
shrubs and trees in order to ensure 
stimulating new growth in the 
spring. Pruning improves the health 
of a tree and is essential in develop-
ing a strong structure and desirable 
shape.

Tools: And last, but not least, 
don’t forget to go through your tool-
shed and give your tools some ten-
der loving care. Edge and blade 
sharpening are a must before the 
start of the growing season, which 
always seems to arrive in our area 
sooner than expected.


